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MINIMUM WAGE OF $2 PER HOUR state + cs + 
NOW PAID TO STUDENT EMPLOYES AT UM 
MISSOULA--
The University of Montana administration has reached a decision to begin paying 
student employes the federal minimum wage of $2 per hour, effective with the current 
monthly pay period which began Thursday, Jan. 16, UM Administrative Vice President 
George L. Mitchell has announced. The new rate is up 30 cents per hour from the previous 
subminimum rate of $1.70 per hour. 
Mitchell said the combination of student enrollment for Ninter quarter, the resulting 
income from student fees, and student participation in board and room facilities on campus 
were instrumental in the wage-hike decision. Requests for the boost were received from 
UM Food Service employes, the Student Union Board and a number of UM Library officials. 
Previously, the University had received permission from the U.S. Department of Health, 
Education and Welfare to pay full-time students 85 percent of the $2 federal minimum rate, 
or $1.70 per hour. 
Mitchell said the University had previously deferred making a decision on the $2 
salary because of: 
--The significantly large increase in the cost of natural gas in October, and the 
possibility of another rate increase. 
--The need to know the winter quarter enrollment figure at UM. 
--The possibility of a decline in the numbers of students staying in campus 
dormitories and eating their meals on campus. 
"The anticipated rate increase for natural gas, higher than the one instituted in 
October, has not materialized," Mitchell said. "Also, winter quarter gross enrollment, 
which stood at 8,617 Monday, Jan. 20, is higher than we anticipated, and the number of 
students obtaining room and board on campus hasn't declined significantly." 
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